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Succeeding  
   in Life Through Art

Chestnut Hill experience  
leads to extraordinary careers
This page: An unusual and beautiful photo of the Philadelphia Museum of Art — 
where Gretchen Dietrich ’89, Lynn Smith Dolby ’95 and Miranda Clark-Binder ’04  
all got their professional start after graduating from CHC.
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Studying art history, you learn how to think, how to 

write, how to do research and how to communicate.  

You learn how to see. And those skills are necessary  

to not only be successful academically, but in every 

aspect of one’s life as well.     
 
— Gretchen Dietrich ’89

By Marilee Gallagher ’14 

M any perceive art to be a universal language 

and Gretchen Dietrich ’89, Lynn Smith Dolby 

’95 and Miranda Clark-Binder ’04 decided to 

study art because of that universality. Then they came to Chestnut 

Hill College, where their education opened doors for them to travel 

the world, work in various museums and art companies and truly 

discover who they are as women, both as professionals and in their 

roles as mothers and wives.

They studied art history under the direction of the program’s director 

and associate professor of art history, Suzanne Conway.

“All three women profited at the time from what was a small but 

very strong art history department,” Conway says. “We are known at 

CHC as being a nurturing environment and I was able to give very 

personalized attention to all my students, fostering in them what had 

already been there — the love of art.”

Dietrich found art history after matriculating as a business major 

and credits an art history class she took with Conway early in her 

academic career with changing her life.

“I didn’t even really know about the discipline of art history  

but I found myself being motivated to do well for Suzanne,” she 

says, noting that somewhere along the way this desire to impress 

her professor turned into a real passion, which led Dietrich to 

change her major.

“Studying art history, you learn how to think, how to write, how to 

do research and how to communicate. You learn how to see,” she 

says. “And those skills are necessary to not only be successful 

academically, but in every aspect of one’s life as well.”

Dolby knew early on that Chestnut Hill College was the perfect fit for 

her. After taking classes there during her senior year at Little Flower 

Catholic Girls High School, thanks to her status as an archdiocesan 

scholar, Smith says it was “a no-brainer,” that she would choose to 

continue her education at CHC. However, it wasn’t until she opted 

to take Conway’s Art History 101 class that she knew the discipline 

would be right for her.

“When I stumbled into that class, it was like a light bulb went on 

and I knew instantly that was it for me,” she says. “I love Suzanne 

and she has been a tremendous influence on me. She’s a phenomenal 

art history teacher.”

For Clark-Binder, the story was a little different. Thanks to growing 

up with an artist for a father and being immersed in the museum 

scene from an early age, she knew that she wanted to study art 

history to go into the field of museum education. It wasn’t until 

transferring to CHC that she truly discovered herself, however.

“My time at Chestnut Hill was fantastic and was exactly what I 

needed,” Clark-Binder says. “As a transfer and a commuter, I was 

worried I would feel like an outsider, but that was never the case. 

Not to mention, at the time I was the only art history major so the 

opportunity to have such an individualized, personal experience with 

Suzanne was truly unforgettable.”

Chestnut Hill experience  
leads to extraordinary careers Lynn Smith Dolby’s husband took this photo when the couple 

visited Paris, Brussels and Lisbon. He is a painter, and the 

couple chooses their destinations based on the quantity and 

quality of the art and food. 
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FROM CHESTNUT HILL TO PMA 

“Yes, but what are you going to do with an art history degree?”

Each woman was asked this question by family and friends and each 

answered differently as they followed their own individual paths in 

the field. The thread that tied their CHC experiences together was 

the Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA), where Dietrich, Dolby and 

Clark-Binder all began their careers. 

“At PMA I learned about the world of museums and about research 

and I learned about the broader work that a museum does to really 

serve its local community,” says Dietrich, who turned her CHC 

internship there into a job as the assistant to the special exhibitions 

coordinator. “I got to know and understand the work in the museum’s 

education department as I experienced how special exhibitions come 

to fruition in a huge museum.”

Through this work, Dietrich realized that “museum educator” was 

the job she wanted. While she completed a master’s program in 

art history at Temple University, she worked as a part-time gallery 

teacher in PMA’s division of education, where she designed and 

gave tours to visiting groups from Pre-K to senior citizens.

“In the beginning, I looked at art history as simply understanding 

the artists and what they were trying to accomplish with the work, 

but after PMA, it turned into this real love of museums so my focus 

was always about how I could best work to bring arts and culture into 

the broader conversation of everyday life,” says Dietrich.

After a volunteer position turned into paid work at Wyck, a house 

museum in Philadelphia’s Germantown neighborhood, Dolby worked 

as a member of a small gallery maintenance team in the conservation 

lab at PMA.

“I thought I wanted to be an objects conservator, so getting to work 

closely with the works of art and getting to see this behind-the-scenes 

view of the art was fascinating to me,” says Dolby.

She turned this passion into a job at Atelier Art Services, the premier 

art moving and storage company in the Philadelphia area, where 

she was part of the team that managed the logistics and scheduling 

involved in the 2012 relocation of the Barnes Foundation Collection 

from Merion to the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia.

“Having that experience at PMA definitely reinforced that as the 

field I wanted to continue to work in,” she says. “And being able to 

do all of the varied odd jobs while I was there prepared me for that 

field as well.”

For Clark-Binder, it was the connections she made that led her to 

intern at PMA.

“I decided to attend University of the Arts for graduate school and 

I think it helped me to get in because the director at the time knew 

Gretchen [Dietrich] and knew Diane Felcyn ’00 and really liked 

both of them,” Clark-Binder says. “It helped for them to see I was 

continuing on this path set by other CHC alumni and representing 

an institution they knew was providing the best quality education.”

Clark-Binder interned at PMA in its education division as a student-

teacher, working mainly with pre-school-aged children.

“I love to teach, I love to talk and I love to work with the objects,” she 

says. “I enjoyed this opportunity immensely and even though they 

couldn’t give me full-time work, the people at PMA were very good to 

me and allowed me to continue to work for them on part-time jobs after 

I graduated, until I found my first job out of grad school.”

Gretchen Dietrich teaches young children as part of the Utah 

Museum of Fine Arts’ “Third Saturdays for Families” program, 

which offers free family friendly activity days where children can 

make and learn about art.
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“PMA is one of the top museums in the country and the people who 

work there were wonderful mentors and friends to all three women,” 

says Conway. “They all learned and grew and blossomed during their 

time there and were able to find the environment within art history 

that they truly wanted to explore.”

THE WORKING MOMS 

When Clark-Binder was a little girl, her father, Steve Clark, took 

her to museums where they played a special game. For every artist’s 

work she identified, she got a reward. Flash forward 20-some 

years and now Clark-Binder continues that tradition with her own 

daughter, four-year-old Gwendolyn, who has already been to art 

museums in Rome and London.

“There are so many wonderful things about being a parent, but 

definitely one of my favorite things is rediscovering the world 

with my daughter,” Clark-Binder says. “She takes me to places I 

wouldn’t necessarily have gone on my own (like the Natural History 

Museum in London to spend all day looking at the dinosaurs) and 

her sense of wonder forces me to slow down. Not only do I get to 

learn new things and go new places with her, but I get to enjoy her 

and appreciate the world through her eyes.”

Clark-Binder recently won the Pennsylvania Art Educators 

Association Outstanding Art Museum Educator Award for her work 

at the LaSalle University Museum of Art where she serves as the 

curator of education and public programs. Upon starting at La Salle 

nearly 10 years ago, Clark-Binder was hired to start the museum’s 

education and outreach program. In its first year, the program 

welcomed about 100 visitors. Last year, that number rose to nearly 

5,000, representing visitors from all walks of life, including adults 

with intellectual disabilities and children on the autism spectrum.

“I’m really passionate and it’s very important to me, this idea that 

everyone should have access to and be able to feel comfortable in art 

museums,” she says. “There is this historical idea that art museums 

are elitist, but they’re not. Part of why I got into museum education 

was because I wanted to be part of changing that conversation, and 

through the work we do at La Salle, I think we are.”

Clark-Binder is not the only mom currently maintaining a successful 

career as well as a family. Dietrich has two preteen boys and Dolby 

is the mother of an eight-year-old daughter, and all three work hard 

to find the right balance. 

“It has always been important to me as a woman that I have been 

able to manage being married with two kids and still continue to 

work at a high level in a big, demanding job,” says Dietrich.

As the Executive Director of the Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Dietrich 

recently was named one of Utah Business Magazine’s “30 Women to 

Watch.” She also is a member of the prestigious and by-invitation-

only Association of Art Museum Directors, where she serves on the 

Board of Trustees and heads the education committee.

“It’s no easy task, but doing this work is important to me as a 

person. It’s who I am, and it’s only made me a better wife and 

mother,” she says.

Dolby, senior director of client services at Atelier, echoes this 

sentiment and adds that on some days it’s easier than others.

“Part of me would love to be the mom who drops off and picks up at 

school every day, but at the same time, I feel the need to be working, 

to really show my daughter and instill in her these values about 

working hard and being responsible,” she says. “And when she has 

a day off from school, she loves coming to work with me and I love 

having her there.” 

London 2015: Three generations of art-lovers — Miranda and 

her father, Steve Clark, visit London’s National Gallery with 

Gwendolyn in 2015.




